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Next Meeting  

February 14th, 2017 

Doors open  6:30pm,   

Meeting  7:30-9:00pm 

Library   6:30-7:20pm 

MIFO Centre, 6600 Carrière St, Orleans.  

Remember to bring your membership card.    

Guests Welcome!  ($7 admission) 
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Programme:    Sherida Giddings (pg 5) 

Fat Quarter: Family 

Shop of the Month:    

Mad About Patchwork 

www.madaboutpatchwork.com 
613-838-0020 

2477 Huntley Road 

Stittsville, ON K2S 1B8 

 

10 til 4 Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday Saturday 

Newsletter Submissions deadline February 24th .  Please email  Eve at ctqg.newsletter.editor@gmail.com 

Bulletin Board:   Please see Guild 
financial information posted on the 
bulletin board at the front of the 
room, at every meeting. 

 

 

What’s New? 

Starting at the February Guild meeting, 
we will be handing out tickets for items 
handed in to the Community Projects ta-
ble.  Then, later in the meeting we will be 
drawing for a small prize. 

commonthreadquiltguild.ca
https://www.madaboutpatchwork.com/
mailto:ctqg.newsletter.editor@gmail.com
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Dear Guild Members: 

    I’d like to thank our members for participating in the 
membership survey we held in November and December.  
The Executive Committee will be using the results of the 
surveys as we plan for the 2017/2018 year.  We received 
116 surveys and as a result learned more about our 
members and what they’d like to see from our Guild.  
Almost seventy percent of respondents identified 
themselves as intermediate quilters with the balance 
equally split between beginner and advanced quilters.  
Approximately 63 percent of those responding to the 
survey are available to participate in Guild activities during 
weekdays while 76 percent are available on weekends.   

    We were overwhelmed by the positive input we received 
regarding Guild meetings.  Programme was singled out for 
particular praise, but members also spoke highly of the 
conduct of the meetings, the Shop of the Month, Bring and 
Brag and the Library.  Workshops, retreats and community 
projects were also singled out as real stars for our Guild.  
We really appreciate the effort members put into offering 
suggestions for Programme, Workshops, and the Library.  

    With respect to Programme, members suggested more 
demos and trunk shows, programs focussed on specific 
techniques, as well as specific instructors.  A number of 
members also suggested that the Guild bring in one “big 
name” speaker every year and have at least one program 
focussed on the interests of new or beginner quilters.   

     

We received 76 suggestions for Guild Workshops – a 
strong indication that there is a real demand for 
workshops.  Members recommended workshops focussed 
on specific techniques ( e.g. applique, paper piecing, free 
motion quilting), types of quilts (e.g. collage quilts, 
landscapes, art quilts), specific sewing projects and 
particular instructors.  A number of members asked for 
workshops focussed on the skills and interests of beginner 
quilters.   

    Finally, a whopping 112 members offered suggestions 
with respect to the types of books and magazines they 
would like to see the library carry.  Requests varied from 
books related to scrap, traditional and 1930s quilts to books 
focussed on specific techniques, fabrics and patterns.   
Beginner quilters also asked for books that focussed on the 
beginner quilter and quick and easy quilts.    

    In terms of future ideas and wishes, members made a 
number of useful suggestions related to the format of our 
meetings, Guild challenges, communication, community 
projects, possible trips and members’ table.  I think of 
particular importance were the suggestions that we do 
more to welcome beginners and members who arrive at 
the meeting unaccompanied.  To this end, in future Debbie 
Isaac (Vice President) and I will be present at the entrance 
to the Guild meeting to welcome members, answer any 
questions and make introductions as necessary.   

President’s Message                                                                                Tammy Davies 
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    A cornerstone of the Common Thread Quilt Guild is the Community 

Projects Committee whose activities truly reflect our Guild’s purpose 

“to use quilting to respond to the needs of the community”, as written 

in our Constitution.   This committee of volunteers spearheads the 

efforts of providing quilts to those in need in our community:  reach-

ing out to various organizations, creating kits and providing materials 

and labels for you to use in making quilts, and delivering your dona-

tions to the recipients.   Please read below to find out all about your 

Community Projects Committee. 

     During the Guild Meetings, the Community Projects Committee sits 

at tables to the right of the stage (when facing the stage).  If members 

have any questions concerning Community Projects, the committee 

members are available at the table to answer them. 

     The Community Projects Committee provides quilts to various or-

ganizations in the community.  These quilts are donated by the Guild 

members and the Community Projects Committee distributes them.  

There are two basic types of quilts that are distributed:  cuddle quilts 

and larger quilts.   

Cuddle Quilts 

Cuddle quilts are bright, cheerful quilts for babies.  They should be 22” 

x 22” and usually have flannelette on the back.   These quilts are given 

to the Neonatal Unit of the Ottawa Hospital General Campus for at-

risk babies.  The parents of an at-risk baby choose a cuddle quilt from 

the available ones at the hospital.  This quilt is then placed on the iso-

lette where their baby is staying.  This helps brighten the clinical at-

mosphere of the isolette room and brings a little cheerfulness to the 

anxious parents.  Once the baby is released from hospital, the cuddle 

quilt goes home with the family. 

Our goal is to provide 500 cuddle quilts a year to the General Hospital.  

This means that we hope to receive 50 cuddle quilts each meeting to 

be able to reach this goal. 

The Community Projects table has batting and flannelette available for 

members to take home to use on cuddle quilts.  We ask that members 

limit themselves to 2 or 3 pieces each meeting to allow many mem-

bers to participate. 

Larger Quilts 

The Community Projects table has kits available for child quilts or 

adult quilts.  Members can sign out a kit to take home to use to make  

a quilt (or quilt top) that they will bring back to the Community Pro-

jects Committee.  We ask that members sign out only one kit at a 

time.  Members can use this as an opportunity to practise a new  

DID YOU KNOW?    

Community Projects 

commonthreadquiltguild.ca
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DID YOU KNOW?   ...continued 

Community Projects 

pattern or to take as a personal challenge.  For those who feel they 

need a little help, there is a pattern book available on the Common 

Thread Quilt Guild website (http://commonthreadquiltguild.ca/

resources/patterns/  or search using the words “pattern book”).  

This book gives advice on planning a quilt. 

  Quilts of any size can be donated to the Community Projects Com-

mittee, from children’s quilts to larger quilts that may fit on a bed.  

If a member is only donating a quilt top, we ask that it be no wider 

than 40” wide so that the backing does not need to be pieced. 

     We have a number of organizations that benefit from the gener-

osity of our members.  Below is a list and a description of the clients 

who receive our quilts. 

· Kidney Foundation - the children on dialysis at CHEO  

· Chernobyl, Belarus – orphanages and children in poor communities 

(a quilt may be their only gift, ever)  

· Eastern Ottawa Resource Centre (EORC) ─ Victims of Violence and 

Mental Health clients 

· Interval House – women and children sheltered there escaping vio-

lence 

· Cornerstone Housing for Women – women sheltered there  

· Infant and Child Development Program of Algoma Public Health – 

at-risk infants and small children experiencing development delay 

· Carty House – housing for female refugees 

Community Projects Contest 

For the last few years, the Community Projects Committee has held 

a contest for Guild members that spans the summer months.  The 

contest has specific instructions but these are simple to follow for 

members of any quilting expertise.  The contest asks that you create 

a quilt according to the instructions and hand it in to the Communi-

ty Projects Committee by the due date (usually in October) to quali-

fy for a monetary prize.  The prize is awarded based on a draw from 

names of members who have handed in a quilt that have followed 

the instructions.  This encourages the participation of Guild mem-

bers and provides the Committee with quilts for the charities. 

commonthreadquiltguild.ca
http://commonthreadquiltguild.ca/resources/patterns/
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February Guest Speaker:  Sherida Giddings  

I have enjoyed the world of 
quilting for over twenty years, and 
started teaching everything from 
bags to quilts several years ago. 
Recently I decided to take 
my teaching to a new level 
by completing the course require-
ments to become a Judy Niemey-
er/Quiltworx Certified Instructor.   

 
As a Quiltworx Certified Instructor, I can  combine my love 
of teaching, with the sharing of the precision of Judy’s paper 
piecing techniques. It is a wonderful feeling to encourage 
others to develop more confidence in their own skills while 
creating something special, and having fun at the same 
time.  
 
While I primarily focuses on Judy Niemeyer patterns, I 
will also teach other classes including the ever popular 
tuffets. 
 
If you are looking for a current Quiltworx pattern, please 
feel free to contact me as I have a variety of patterns availa-
ble for sale. 
 
I will happily travel anywhere in Canada and further abroad. 
As a Quiltworx CI, I look forward to sharing my ever-growing 
collection of quilts as a Trunk Show, as well the having the 
opportunity to teach at shops, guilds, private quilt 
groups and retreats. 

commonthreadquiltguild.ca
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Guild Retreats                                                Lynn Strban and Adele Sauvé  

Hours:  

Friday 10:00—9:00 pm;  
Saturday 9:00—9:00 pm; and  
Sunday 9:00—4:00 pm.  
 
Cost includes meals:   

$80 for guild members,   
$95 for non-members. 
 
       All participants are asked to help with set-up 
and take down as well as help with one meal 
serving or clean-up. A sign-up list will be available 
at the retreat for signing up for meals prep or 
clean-up. 

       If space allows guild members may be able to 
sign up for a second retreat 1 week prior to retreat 
dates, please send email to: 
ctqg.retreats@gmail.com to check availability. 

 

       The January in-town Retreats have come and 
gone and were resounding successes.    There 
was much laughter and great food and lots of 
sharing of ideas with faces old and new, and yes, 
even lots of sewing.    Our next Retreats are in 
April. 

       If you would like to attend a retreat, please 
register online at http://
commonthreadquiltguild.ca/guild-activities/
retreats/, at Guild meetings, or by email to 
ctqg.retreats@gmail.com 

 

2016-2017 In-Town  Retreat Dates 

April 21-23, 2017 or April 28-30, 2017 (choose 
one) 

 Location:  Notre-Dame des- Champs Community 
Centre at 3659 Navan Road, Navan, ON K4B 
1H9 . 

 

commonthreadquiltguild.ca
https://www.ottawasewing.com/
https://www.madaboutpatchwork.com/
http://www.quiltypleasures.ca/
https://quiltetcoton.com/
http://www.textiletraditionsofalmonte.com/
http://www.flairwithfabrics.com/
http://phyllishomedecor.com/
http://www.fransquilting.com
http://www.sewinspired.ca
http://www.taylorsewing.com
http://commonthreadquiltguild.ca/guild-activities/retreats/
http://commonthreadquiltguild.ca/guild-activities/retreats/
http://commonthreadquiltguild.ca/guild-activities/retreats/
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Executive Committee 
President:            Tammy Davies                              

Vice-President:   Debbie Isaac 

Secretary:            Kathy Scorah  

Treasurer:            Kathryn Barr  

Past-President:   Chantale Richard  

Programme:        Linda Won                                                                                     
                               Shirley  MacFadden-Geiger 

Retreats:  Lynn Strban,  Adele Sauvé  

Website:  Ann Knechtel 

Standing Committees 

Membership:  Lyse Potvin, Sylvie Proulx 

Workshops: Irene Walker, Sandra Baynes 

Community Projects:   Catherine Parkinson 

Library:  Liz Villeneuve 

Newsletter: Ann-Louise Masek, Eve Luecke 

Shop of the Month:  Catherine Patterson 

Challenge:  Linda Won 
Shirley MacFadden-Geiger 

Fat Quarters :  Del Jazey, Susan Baker 

Mystery Quilt (Linda Won) 

 
All is unveiled.  The mystery quilt is a Double Irish Chain with a Star block in the areas that 
are usually open.  This design was inspired by an antique quilt that Merry May used to own.  
You can really count your Lucky Stars, because on the original antique quilt, the stars were 
all appliquéd onto the plain backgrounds! 
 
We hope you had lots of fun “solving” this mystery quilt project.  All we ask is that you finish 
your lovely new quilt, and bring it to the May Annual General Meeting and Social so that we 
all can see the many colour choices. 

commonthreadquiltguild.ca
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THE TRADITIONAL CANADIAN “DANISH BUTTER 
COOKIE” SEWING KIT FOR REFUGEES 
 
Have you seen the meme on social media?  It’s a pho-
tograph of the Danish Butter Cookie tin, and a young 
man looking at it with anticipation.  The next shot 
shows the same young man, downcast, with the lid 
off the cookie tin – it’s full of mom’s sewing supplies, 
and not a single cookie in sight!   
 
How do I know about this meme?  You guessed it – 
my son sent it to me.  Pointedly.  Obviously he is still 
suffering from severe cookie deprivation. There 
should be a law! 
 
Do you also have a Danish Cookie tin – or Quality 
Street, or Walker’s Shortbread Cookies, or the Ikea 
ginger biscuit tin, or….?  You haven’t thrown it out, 
but you don’t really need it?  And by the way, do you 
have sewing supplies like this too?  You haven’t 
thrown them out, but you don’t really need them ei-
ther?   
 
Let’s start the new year by decluttering our sewing 
supplies and helping a refugee family at the same 
time! 
 
We want to supply refugee families with a basic sew-
ing kit, as a gift from our guild.  For the meetings of 
February, March and April, we will collect donations, 
make them into kits, and donate them to the Rideau-
Rockcliffe Community Resource Centre (the resource  

 
 
centre closest to Donald Street, where a great num-
ber of refugee families have been settled) for distri-
bution.   
 
What goes into a basic sewing kit?   
Scissors 
Measuring tape 
Thread (one dark, one light, but also coloured, per kit) 
Hand needles 
Needle threader  
Thimble 
Straight pins and safety pins 
Pincushion (maybe you’d like to make one?) 
Buttons 
Seam ripper 
Miscellaneous items also welcome, especially if they 
have to do with repairs or mending, such as snaps, 
hooks and eyes, hem tape, Velcro, knee/elbow patch-
es.   
 
(Just a note, for sharp items such as needles, pins, 
etc., please place them in a container, wrap them or 
tape them up so that they won’t prick people han-
dling them.)   
 
We’re also asking for a toonie donation to cover the 
cost of making up any shortages.   
 
Thanks for making a personal contribution to the lives 
of our newest Canadians!  

commonthreadquiltguild.ca
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Advertising Space  
 
Business Card: $8 / month 
(3½” x 2” or 2” x 3½”)  

¼ page: $16 / month 
(4⅛” x 3½”) 

½ page: $30 / month 
(4⅛” x 7¼” or 8½” x 3½”) 

Full page: $55 / month 
(8½” x 7¼”) 

Contact 

ctqg.newsletter.billing@gmail.com 

 

Canadian Quilters’ Association (CQA) 

Canada's Big Quilt Bee 

To celebrate Canada’s 150th birthday we want you to be part of Canada’s biggest Quilt Bee! 

The Big Quilt Bee will be held June 14-17, 2017 at Quilt Canada 2017 in Toronto, ON. We’ll 

have sewing machines, long arms, mid arms and an army of volunteers ready to work on quilt 

tops and stacks of slabs made by hundreds of Canadian quilters.  But your help is needed! 

Our goal is to make and donate 1,000 quilts for kids at Ronald McDonald Houses 

across Canada! 

 

Here’s where we need your help. We need lots of quilt tops and 12 ½” slab blocks incorporating at least one piece of 
special Canada fabric 

 

commonthreadquiltguild.ca
mailto:ctqg.newsletter.billing@gmail.com?subject=CTQG%20Newsletter%20-%20Advert%20Inquiry
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MEMBERSHIP     Lyse Potvin and Sylvie 

Membership fee after Jan 1, 2017 is $18 
cash or cheque. 

“Half Full or Half Empty” - No matter 
what your point of view, membership is 
now half price! 

This is the time to get all the benefits 
that a membership brings, for half the cost. 

See you soon ! !  

Lyse and Sylvie 

 

Membership year is from June 1, 2016 to May 31, 2017. 

A friendly reminder that you must show your membership 
card upon arrival at meeting night, however; in case you have 
forgotten or lost your card, we will have a printed list in order 
to verify.   

Non-member/guest fee is $7. 

commonthreadquiltguild.ca
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MOVED TO A NEW LOCATION  

Michèle Gagné Quilting 
Longarm Machine Quilting & Quilt Finishing Services  

mgagne@xplorenet.ca 

613-558-4125  

2695 Bouvier Road,  Hammond ON K0A 2A0  

Embroidered Custom Labels, Binding, Lectures & 
Workshops  

Bilingual Service  

commonthreadquiltguild.ca
mailto:mgagne@explorenet.ca
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Community Projects 
Outreach Recipients: 

Ottawa General Hospital 
Cuddle Quilts: 22” x 22” 

 

CHEO Dialysis: 40” x 60” 

 

Eastern Ottawa Resource 
Centre, Orleans: 40” x 60” 

 

Interval House, Ottawa: 
any size 

 

The Infant and Child 
Development Program of 
Algoma Public Health, 
Ontario: 40” x 50” 

 

Chernobyl, Europe: any 
size 

 

Cornerstone Housing for 
Women, Ottawa; 40” x 
60” or larger 

 

Sew Days at Notre Dames des Champs 

 

Laurelle Callaghan and Barb Zabchuk are hosting “no frills and no fuss” sew days 

on the second Saturday of each month starting in October 2016, through to June 2017 at 

the Notre-Dame-des-Champs Recreation Centre, 3659 Navan Road.   

 

It costs just  $10.00 for members and $12.00 for non-members to cover the facility’s rental 

expenses. 

 

Sign-up for any of these Sew Days dates at our regular meetings:  

   

 February 11th  

 March 11th 

 April 8th   

 May 13th   

 June 10th (TBD, if enough Quilters are interested) 

commonthreadquiltguild.ca
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WRAPPED IN RIBBON  

with Sherida Giddings    

February 25, 2017.  Maximum 15.  $40 

 

      Sherida, our very own certified Judy Niemeyer instructor, is coming 
back by popular demand after her very successful One Leaf workshop 
last year.   
       This time she’s teaching a beautiful brand new pattern for a table 
runner, called “Wrapped in Ribbon”.  Those of you who have not done 
paper piecing before are in for a treat as Sherida’s proven teaching tech-
niques overcome any resistance.  And those of you who HAVE done pa-
per piecing with Sherida before – are also in for a treat!  For more infor-
mation on this beautiful project, see the link below, or wait to see the 
sample at our October meeting! 
http://www.quiltworx.com/patterns/wrapped-in-ribbon-table-runner/  

Happy quilting!  

For further information, please contact Irene Walker or Sandra Baynes, 
your workshop coordinators.   

ctqg.workshops@gmail.com 

commonthreadquiltguild.ca
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