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Quilters know that our tools are
very important and some of
them get used as much as our
sewing machines. Two that
come to my mind are the simple
rotary cutter and the humble but
ever-so-important ironing board.

I thought there was no better
feeling than using my rotary cut-
ter just after replacing the blade!
Aaaaahhhhhh! But then my hus-
band gave me a new ironing
board cover for Christmas and I
was in love with another tool!
No, no!—I’m still talking about
my ironing board.

Now, why did that surprise me?
Have you ever notice quilters’
behaviour at a quilting day or
retreat? Which ironing board do
we go to more? The new one
with the flat, hard surface or that
long-loved board with several
layers of padding and a clean,
fresh cover?

Alas, if you’re anything like me,
your new cover gets dirty no
matter how much you try to

keep fusible web fabric and
spray starch away from the
cover and only on your quilting
fabric. So how was I to keep
my lovely new cover looking
pristine?

Ever on the lookout for new
frontiers for quilters, I found a
product to use on top of your
ironing board to protect its sur-
face from fusible web fabrics,
iron-on interfacing and the print
from paper piecing patterns—
The Appliqué Pressing Sheet. It
is a double-sided, flexible sheet
of ultra high temperature fabric,
coated with a non-stick sub-
stance similar to that on baking
sheets. It comes in three differ-
ent sizes and is available at our
local quilt store. If you prefer to
let your fingers do the shopping,
you can fine it online at:
www.bearthreaddesigns.com
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Announcements
Membership List
After a lengthy discussion, the Executive Committee has decided not to
produce a list with members contact information for distribution this
coming season.

OH! BABY A special exhibit of baby/child quilts will be hung at our
Gifts from the Heart quilt show. We want old quilts, new quilts, quilts
with a story, loved to death quilts! Do you have one for the exhibit?
Contact Victoria VanderLinden at the Community Projects table. Leave
your name and number and she will contact you directly.

Upcoming Events
This year SPRING INTERGUILD is being hosted by: Quilters Corners
Guild, April 10, 2010 at the St. Johns United Church, 56 Victoria St., E.,
Alliston, Ontario. Anyone wishing register for this event or have any
questions you can contact Violet Blakey at viblakey@msn.com. Please
register No Later Than March 1st, 2010. [There will be an agenda for
the event on the bulletin board at the next guild meeting.]

The Ottawa Guild of  Lacemakers is holding its 22ND ANNUAL LACE
DAY at the RA Center, Clark Room, 2451 Riverside Drive Ottawa
Ontario, on March 28th 2010 from noon to 4 pm. Entrance fee is $3.00
for adults and free for children under 12. Guild members will display
some of their work, experienced lacemakers will be on hand to evaluate
heirloom and antique lace and vendors from Canada and the US will
have merchandise for bobbin lacemaking, tatting and needle lace
 enthusiasts. This family event will be a great opportunity to learn the art
of lacemaking as children and adults will be able to try their hand at the
art of bobbin lace. For further  information, please contact G. Thibeault,
g.thibeault@rogers.com



I have been making a new Chop Suey Quilt.
If you have taken the course you will
know that you cut out a billion 3.5 inch
strips and two billion (or so) 2 inch
strips and you sew those billions of
strips together before you get anywhere
close to making a block. So while I was
piecing and piecing, I began to think of
all the mistakes that I commonly make
whilst quilting. (This was sparked by the
needle falling out of my machine! It
 didn’t break, it just fell out. It didn’t
even break the thread. I stopped every-
thing, put it back in, tightened up the
screw and carried on...) (A little later
on, my quarter inch foot fell off. I
rolled eyes, put it back on & kept going!)

There seem to be two kinds of mistakes.
The common, silly ones that make me roll
my eyes and groan & the major ones that,
hopefully, only happen once! (As in, I
actually learned something from that
one!) So here goes. How about sewing one
piece of fabric to the next piece of fab-
ric and one piece ends up wrong side up?
I watched a VERY experienced quilter do
this at a course we both took. (We decid-
ed it was “Intentional” – and she left it
in the quilt!)

How about when you are sewing along and
you have pieced two or three strips and
you discover that you have NO bobbin
thread and in fact, you have had no bob-
bin thread for quite some time (a strip
and a half at least!) I did this TWICE
while writing this musing! And that is
despite the fact that my bobbin is
 VISIBLE beneath the sewing machine’s
plate and the first time I KNEW I was
about to run out of bobbin thread, and I
still sewed two strips beyond the end of
my rope (er, thread.) I have a sugges-
tion. If anyone knows a mechanical engi-
neer who sews, set them on the trail of a
sewing machine that you just thread your
bobbin thread from a whole spool. I’d get
my daughter to do it, but she isn’t that
kind of engineer. (When asked on an
ethics exam if she would build a ramp for
a bottle of wine, her first answer was,
“I’m not that kind of engineer, I don’t

know ANYTHING about ramps!”) (By the way,
she did pass the exam!) I usually catch
the lack of bobbin thread right away when
I’m actually free motion quilting! (Thank
heavens!)

Somehow, while free-motion quilting,
and doing my best work ever I managed to
fold the backing along the edge in under
the quilt and catch it into my beautiful
fronds. (I put safety pins along the
edges now – it is too much like work to
put that back in!) I have also managed to
quilt through two or three LAYERS of
QUILT – now that takes talent! You would
think I’d notice a certain je ne sais
quoi; perhaps – thickness? ARGH!

How about some major mistakes? I
watched a friend put the sewing machine
needle directly THROUGH her index finger
on her left hand... I’m MUCH more careful
when changing feet now! (And I don’t mean
the ones in my mouth!) I no longer drive
right over pins. I sewed a pin INTO the
bobbin case. I had to use pliers to take
it out and it broke the needle too. It
wrecked the pin (no amount of straighten-
ing was going to make that pin useful
again) and nearly wrecked the sewing
machine. Oh, and I once did about 3 hours
of free motion quilting on a quilt where
the backing moved while I was quilting. I
noticed that the backing had shifted
about an hour in and THOUGHT I COULD FIX
IT, by continuing to quilt. So I kept on
quilting. It took me about 17 hours to
remove that stitching, and about 2 hours
to put it all back in. I don’t even
remember which quilt it was now, I have
evidently blocked it from my memory. What
a waste of a perfectly good quilting
weekend! I fiddled with the tension on
the bobbin of my old machine – it took me
most of a month to get it readjusted. Sew
a little bit, break the thread, grind
your teeth, take it apart, use the screw
driver on the bobbin, reassemble, sew a
little more, repeat until thread stops
breaking! Grrr! Whatever you do when you
quilt – enjoy! And remember to watch your
bobbin thread!
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Quilt Musings
from the typewriter of Jane Maddin



How does the committee work?
You can sign out a bag of
 donated fabric to sew into a top
or finished quilt; or sign out a
quilt top to be quilted; or donate
a quilt; or donate fabric and
 batting-come see us for details.
Remember: we will pay for your
batting if you quilt a quilt for us.
Or contact us ahead of the
 meeting and we will bring a batt
cut to the size of the quilt you
have made.

1) The Common Thread Quilt
Guild collects monthly donations
of Cuddle Quilts for use on the
isolettes at the General Campus.
The tiny at-risk babies look less
clinical in their quilt-covered
bed, and the families take the
quilts home. Barb Donaldson
can tell you more about sizes,
can show you patterns, and can
give you donated fabrics and
 batting. Twenty-one Cuddle
Quilts were donated in February

2) We support the Victims of
Violence outreach program with
young child/teen/adult themed
Comfort Quilts (40" x 60").

3) We support the St. Mary's
Community Outreach Centre
with baby/child themed quilts
(anything from 30" x 40" to 40" x
60").  The young mothers benefit
from counseling and instruction. 

BAG LADY DAYS So many of
you signed up that we have had
to add a second date: March 27
AND April 17 Victoria will lead a
class to make a bag from
 donated fabrics. If you have
signed up, visit Sylvie Proulx at
the Workshops table to put your
name on a kit. We have many
different fabrics from which to
choose. All 23 participants have
undertaken the production of a
Community Projects quilt. 

THE OTTAWA MISSION says
“Thank You”- the dozen quilts
delivered to the Ottawa Mission
garnered this response:  “Thank
you for your thoughtfulness. The
quilts are gorgeous! Maarit
Ikavalko, Manager of Addiction
Services.” The card contains
 personal messages from eight
men, including Jesse D. who
wrote, “Thank you kindly.
Sleeping snuggly and warm
now!”

CUTTER AND CLUTTER TABLE
Start looking over your sewing
room supplies to see if you
would like to pass on any gently

used or unused items at the 
C & C table in April. This is not a
yard sale—it is a table where you
leave what you are not using,
and others can pick it up.  Think
spare cutters, seam rippers, quilt-
ing gloves you will never use,
quilting journals you won’t fill
out, or books that no longer
appeal.  Just bring them in and
leave them on the table at the
front of the room in April.

LABELS Ladies, even though you
are encouraged to be creative in
your quilting activities, we ask
you to be a conformist when
attaching labels to Guild
 community project quilts! Please
follow the guidelines below
when labeling your Cuddle
Quilt, or any larger quilt:

1) Turn the quilt face down.
Locate the lower right corner.

2) Place the label diagonally
across the corner with the words
facing you

3) Either pin or baste the outside
edge of the quilt to the label.
Trim the excess label.

4) Attach binding to the quilt
edge, catching in the edges of
the label.  You do not have to
sew down the long edges.

Community Projects
Victoria Van der Linden

Community Projects Committee: Victoria Van der Linden, Catherine Senecal, and Barb Donaldson
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CUDDLE QUILT SIZES: Check
out the new size requirements:
for  optimum utility, please make
your Cuddle Quilts 18" x 24", or
make them 22" square. Our
 battings and backings are cut
24"x 24" to finish 22" square. It
is up to you to provide for the
18" x 24".
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Offering a Full Range of Supplies
for the Creative Quilter:

Fabrics
Notions

Books, Patterns, & Classes
Sewing Machines & Sergers

2211 St. Joseph Boulevard, 
Orleans, Ontario K1C 7C5
Tel.: (613) 834-3044

Authorized PFAFF Dealer

NEW LOCATION
2679 Alta Vista Dr., Ottawa, ON K1V 7T5

[Alta Vista Shopping Centre—Alta Vista Dr. at Bank St.]

613-521-9839
Open Monday to Thursday 10 to 5:30  • Saturday 10 to 5

Friday 10 to 5 (except July & August)

Membership
Pauline McNally and Wendy Warren

There are only 3 months remaining in our member-
ship year (which ends May 31, 2010). Guests are
always welcome for a fee of $4 per meeting.
Membership until the end of May is still available
for $15 and gives you access to the guild’s extensive
library of quilting books and magazines. If this is
not important to you, then it is less expensive to
attend as a guest until the new year starts in June.
Please be reminded that in order to enter a quilt
in our May quilt show you must have been a
 member of the Common Thread Quilt Guild as
of December 31, 2009.

Challenge
Yvette Lessard

Here we are, time to bring in your challenge. I hope
we get as many as last year and I know they‘ll
be as FANTASTIC. Thanks to everyone. Again don‘t
forget to bring in your challenge.

MARCH 9th. meeting, by 9:00pm. 

Quilt Show Commitment
Wendy Warren

After making many baby quilts for family and
friends, and many quilt tops for injured soldiers
returning from Afghanistan (for more information 
on the Quilts of Valour project, please see
www.quiltsofvalour.ca) I have made a commitment
to finish two quilts for myself, in time to display
them at the CTQG show in May 2010. The first quilt
is the CTQG mystery quilt from the 2006-2007 sea-
son that was hosted by our former president Karen
Webb. The second one I started in a class at the
American Quilter’s Society show in August 2008 in
Nashville, Tennessee. Personally I think it’s great that
we have a quilt show every two years – I have
always worked best to a deadline! 
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Karine’s 
Quilting 
Touch
Quilt making services

Upon presentation of this ad, you will
 receive 10% off any quilting services.

Karine Chapleau
kchapleau@rogers.com
(613) 824-9598
Appointment required!
Services guaranteed
Pick-up and delivery service available
Bilingual service available

• Special occasion coming up? Why not have a 
memory quilt made? Let me quilt it for you!

• Do you have that quilt top that just needs quilting?
Let me help you. Give me a call.

• Get your quilt back within a month!

• Fabrics • Patterns • Notions 
• Sewing Machines • Classes 

• Creative Ideas

Authorized Pfaff and Singer Sewing 
Machine and Serger Dealer

Sales and Service 

Store Hours Mon-Fri 10-5, Sat 9:30–4 

106 John St. N, Arnprior ON

Phone (613) 623-0500 Fax (613) 623-0434
www.sewinspired.ca   Email:  info@sewinspired.ca

• Fabrics 
• Patterns 
• Notions 
• Sewing Machines 
• Classes
• Creative Ideas

Mon-Fri 10-5 Sat 9:30–4 

Phone (613) 623-0500 • Fax (613) 623-0434 • Email: info@sewinspired.ca • www.sewinspired.ca  
104 Elgin Street West, Arnprior ON

Authorized Pfaff and Singer Sewing Machine and Serger Dealer Sales and Service
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THE COUNTDOWN
 CONTINUES... only TWO
months to the Quilt Show! How
are your entries coming along?
Are you binding? Quilting?
Sandwiching? Sewing the top?
Still in your mind? Wherever
you are in the creative process,
we are looking forward to see-
ing all the finished  products
hanging in OUR show!  

We can’t do this without you,
we need your quilts, and we
need you to volunteer. Please
read the volunteer section of
this news letter, and let us know
at a  meeting or via e-mail when
and where you are able to help
out.  It really is fun to volunteer,
AND you get free admission!

One deadline is about to expire.
Your chance to participate in
the Quilt Show Challenge is up
at the end of the March meet-
ing. If you are making a quilt as
a gift (to family, friend, charity
or yourself), we have challenged
you to make a commitment to
enter it into the show. Stand up
with the microphone at the
March  meeting and tell us about
your quilt. We are keeping a list
of those who are brave enough
to make the commitment, and
when we see your quilt hanging
in the show, your name will go
into a draw for a prize of $50.
(Limit of one entry per member).  

Shirley Geiger

VOLUNTEERS, IT’S
TIME TO SIGN UP!
Wahoo! Only 2 months until
our Quilt Show. I know every-
one is busy; cutting, sewing,
snipping, reverse sewing,
 pressing and finishing (OK, I
suspect there are some just
 starting) their quilts to put in the
Show. Reminder; Quilt registra-
tion deadline is 13 April, 2010.
Your quilt does not need to be
completely finished by that
time, just enough to take a
 recognizable photo for
 registration. 

To ensure our guild puts on a
Great show again this year 
May 7, 8 & 9 (Mother’s Day
weekend) we need you to check
your schedule to see where you
can lend a hand and work a
shift (2hrs) or more. Sign-up
posters will be at the March and
April meetings, or you can send
Janice an email via the quilt
show link (CTQG web site).

Types of Volunteer
Opportunities
• White Glove Ambassadors:

You stroll through the quilt
display area, helping the
 visitors view the quilts,
answer questions, hand out
programmes, chat with folks
and generally be a smiling
face from our Guild.

• Admissions: Selling entrance
tickets, stamping hands and
being your helpful selves. 

• Security: Monitoring one of
three emergency exits for
illicit activity (i.e. keep the
quilts from walking out!) This
is a sitting or standing shift.

• Set-Up: Thursday, May 6,
1pm-4pm. This is all about
hanging up the quilts. If you
can hang a curtain, you can
hang a quilt (even my hus-
band can do this one). All
help is appreciated; bring a
ladder, buddy/partner/off-
spring. The more we have the
easier &.faster the job goes. 

• Tear-Down: Sunday 4pm-
6pm. The quilts are taken
down, bagged up and handed
back to the quilters. There is a
wide variety of tasks from
climbing a ladder to sitting,
so everyone can help. Once
again, the more hands we
have for this task the faster
it goes. 

Why Volunteer?We need you,
it’s fun, you meet other quilters,
you get to see what goes on
behind the scenes and you get
free admission to the Quilt
Show the day you volunteer!
Set-up volunteers get to pick
their free day!  So pick a day,
pick a shift and sign up, come
on out to the Quilt Show. Help
us make this a successful Show
for everyone! The old adage is
so true “many hands make
light work”.

Thank you and see you at the
Quilt Show Table.

Janice Namiesniowski

Quilt Show 2010


