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President‘s Messsage
Spring is once again a time of hope. We have choices. We can visit
friends and family. We can gather together as a quilting community




Next Meeting: Tues Apr. 12
7-9PM at MIFO Centre, Orleans

 IN PERSON SOCIAL EVENT !!!
 Used Book Sale—Cash Only
 Shop of the Month:
Mad About Patchwork

 Fat Quarter Club:
Spring Flowers

at our April meeting. We can plan a shindig of a Quilt Show for the
first weekend of May.
That’s pretty good news. I will still choose to wear a mask in group
settings. For a while. I listen to so many scientific reports that I feel
left on my own to decide, draw up my own rules. And I understand
that we each know ourselves and our own reasoning. That’s why
the Guild will be meeting in person in April, following the Covid-19
guidelines. We hope you will attend. Wear a mask if it makes you
feel safer or wear a mask to show your respect for others. It will be
wonderful to be together; we won’t be policing masks or
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vaccinations. Please be considerate.
Another sign of rebuilding confidence will be our Quilt Show on

May 6, 7 and 8. This display of quilts is more than an art exhibit but
a demonstration of the stories that got us through the past two
years. Please enter your quilts. We need all skill levels, sizes and
styles. Registration of quilts ends the day of our Guild meeting on
April 12. Please also sign up to volunteer. There are 80 volunteer
slots and as I write this, only a third have been filled. Both quilt
registration and volunteer sign-up are on our website under Quilt
Show 2022.
It's still too early to garden so use these weeks of spring to finish a
quilt and then volunteer for the Show. Come out for our first inperson Guild meeting to celebrate the return of hope. Enjoy the
sunshine and longer days.
Laura Evans
ctqg.president@gmail.com

If you are a guild member and not receiving
the newsletter, please let us know at:
ctqg.membership@gmail.com and
ctqg.newsletter.editor@gmail.com
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PROGAMME — IN PERSON SOCIAL AT MIFO CENTRE
Friends (or soon to be friends), I am looking forward to an evening of fun and social time and I hope you are too.
To those of you who usually Zoom in with us, there will be no zoom in April/May or June. As long as the city &
province allow us to meet in person, we have our usual room at the MIFO and we are well within the guidelines of
maximum capacity and maintaining a 2 meter distance (at least at the time of this publishing). We will have loads
of tables to wander around to see about volunteering for the quilt show, chatting it up with the library volunteers.
Check out the shop of the month. Bring in those quilts you have finished for show and share, even if you already
shared them online, there will be prizes.
We will have our usual roll call up on stage, and I will be so bold as to have a couple of games planned that night.
Here is what you need to bring with you:
 Your name tag - handmade or your guild name tag
 Some loonies and toonies (for the library book sale)
 A pen & paper - to sign up for volunteering or a workshop or just to jot stuff down
 Some handwork - so you can knit or sew and chat
 BYOB - Bring Your Own Beverage - water/tea/whatever
 Bring your sewing bag and purse - for a game
We all know the pandemic isn't over, and we each have different risk tolerances. We can be assured that many of
us are fully vaccinated (with great results in the Ottawa area on that vaccination rate); we all care for each other
and will respect each other's boundaries. In support of boundaries, each of you will get to select your round
sticker to be worn on your nametag. I stole this from the Modern Quilt Guild's QuiltCon this year. There will be 3
colours to select from and each sticker's colour will indicate your risk tolerance by this visual prompt.
 Red means glad to see you again but please no hugs, no elbow greetings, and ask that you maintain your
distance.
 Yellow means I'm still glad to see you and we can bump elbows but please let's have a bit of space.
 Green means so glad to see you and go ahead, give me a hug but don't make it awkward!
We are following the public health guidelines, and so at the time of this publishing, we are not requiring masks,
but we all know that masks help reduce the risk. You wear them for your friends and for yourself. You choose. I do
insist, that if you have any exposure to any virus or new/worsening cough, I insist that you stay home for the
protection of your friends. We are excited to host you in April and again at the quilt show and the guild
meetings in May & June.
If you decide to stay home on Tuesday, April 11; might I suggest the following Youtube video from Textile Talks:
Quilts Below the Radar. Enjoy: https://youtu.be/kFnW5X-v93g
Finally, if you would like to try your hand at programming next year, please come see me at guild and I can share
my experience and some leads for speakers next year. The guild is looking for talented people to help ensure
another fantastic year starting in the fall.
Happy quilting!
Kirstin Fearon
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SEW AND SHARE
Show and share? I am still looking forward to this
section of the program night. I hope you are too!
I always like a chance to see what everyone has
made.
Please send a well lit photo of your quilt/quilted
items that we will then share on the screen.
Please be sure to send in your name, the name of
the quilt/quilted item and a great picture of the
full item and one close-up of your favourite part
of the quilt.
I will take those photos and create a slide to be
shared on zoom. No need to worry about
showing up on camera, I will share your photos
online and ask you to "unmute" your line to take
1 minute to share about your item.
The slides will also be shared on the private
Facebook group after the guild meeting so you
can zoom in and take a closer look at
them. Send the details by the Sunday before the
meeting to: ctqg.programme@gmail.com
Kirstin
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Guild Executive Recruitment for 2022-2023

Recruitment is going well but there are still a few interesting positions to fill. Two people will share most positions,
or you can choose to do it alone on your own schedule.
Program – Without a Speaker we won’t have much to meet about. As Program Coordinator you get to find the

interesting speakers that tickly your fancy. There are lots of resources to find speakers so you don’t need to have a
history of quilting lore. We do need someone (or two someones) to schedule speakers and organize program
ideas.
Workshops – A second person is needed to find presenters and coordinate workshops.
Treasurer – This doesn’t take an accountant but someone who is comfortable with numbers (and aren’t all quilters
comfortable with making calculations!). A lot of our finances are now done with etransfers.
We could also use a Newsletter proof reader and someone to assist with Retreats.

Contact Laura Evans for more information or to step up: ctqg.president@gmail.coms

https://www.happywifequilting.ca/

Mailing Address: PO Box 62022 RPO Convent Glen, Orleans, ON K1C7H8

4

NEWSLETTER

commonthreadquiltguild.ca

Volume 2021/2022 Issue 8
April 2022

Executive and Committee
Members 2021/2022
President: Laura Evans
Vice-President: Vacant
Secretary: Shirley MacFadden
Treasurer: Barb Till
Past-President: Gwenne Beck-Pottier
Programme: Kirstin Fearon
Retreats: Paula Patterson & Wendy White
Workshops: Sandra Baynes & Dorothy DeRose
Sew Days: Cathy Sheldrick &
Shirley MacFadden
Membership: Carol Nicholson
Quilt Show Coordinator: Catherine Pope
Challenge: Diane Grover
Community Projects: Carole Maisonneuve &
Lynn Strban
Library: Janice Namiesnioswki & Judy Loree
Shop of the Month: Lisa Fedak
Fat Quarters Club: Del Jazey & Susan Baker
Website: Carole LaForge
Newsletter: Linda Gibson & Pam Simons
Newsletter Ads/Billing: Roberta Ronayne

Click on position (which is a link) to send an email
to the person in this position

The Globetrotter Challenge Has Landed
Diane Grover
Good day quilters, this is your captain speaking. Thank you for
travelling with the Common Thread Quilt Guild on our quilting
adventure this year. While we might have been hampered by
lockdowns, quarantines and vaccine passports, the sky was
the limit for your creativity, your imagination and your skill.
The challenge rules were simple. Participants had to interpret
the theme of “travel” using only the colours in the flag of a
mystery destination that they were randomly assigned (red
and white for Canada, for example). Entries had to be either a
quilted wall-hanging or a quilted travel accessory.
Many chose to highlight symbols, images or animals
associated with their assigned country, while others focused
on the geography of their mystery nation. We even had some
pirates show up! Entries featured traditional piecing,
appliqué, and contemporary design, as well as functional
pieces to take on your next trip. And with countries ranging
from Albania to Rwanda, there was no shortage of inspiration
or colour palettes to spark the imagination. But no matter the
style or design, the common thread running through the
entries was the joy of creating, making and dreaming. We
may not have travelled much in the past year, but our flights
of fancy took us far.
Winners will be randomly drawn at our April meeting and
photos of the challenge entries will be posted on our website
and our guild Facebook page. I hope you have enjoyed this
experience as much as I have. It’s been a pleasure to be your
travel guide and quilting companion.
Diane

Mailing Address: PO Box 62022 RPO Convent Glen, Orleans, ON K1C7H8

5

NEWSLETTER

commonthreadquiltguild.ca

Volume 2021/2022 Issue 8
April 2022

LIBRARY NEWS
Janice Namiesniowski & Judy Loree
Yahoo!! We are so excited to be meeting in person!
That means Books, magazines and more books that you can touch and browse through, check out and take home
for a month to get inspired to quilt and create.
As April is a social, the library will be available to members from 6:30-7:30pm.
CTQG has over 500 books and magazines for you to choose from. 20 books, new to CTQG Library, have been added. Members can check out up to four books and four magazines for one month. Overdue items are charged
$1.00 per month and after 3 months, you are responsible for the replacement cost of the item borrowed.
DUE IN APRIL...ALL ITEMS CHECKED OUT DURING 2020-2021 TUESDAY LIBRARY DAYS. AFTER APRIL OVERDUE
FEES APPLY.
April also brings the USED BOOK/MAGAZINE/RULER/PATTERN SALE.
This year thanks to many generous donations, there are loads of books to see and buy! So bring your cash, a bag
and come shop for inspiration.

Happy reading
Janice and Judy

Answer on Page 11
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COMMUNITY PROJECTS
Carole Maisonneuve & Lynn Strban
We look forward to seeing you in person at the April
meeting at MIFO. We expect that we will be receiving a
lot of donations at the beginning of the meeting. We ask
that you please come back after the first hour and check
out the beautiful kits that we have available to be
pieced. Thanks to generous fabric donations from
members we have been able to put together beautiful
kits of various sizes. We also have some tops that need
to be quilted. (for the larger tops we have included the
batting and backings) . There isn't a specific date for the
return of the kits or quilts, but we would appreciate their
return within 6 months or so.
As usual, here is a reminder of all our “quilts size”
preferences. All quilts are welcome.
Be safe and be well!

Bed quilts, cuddle quilts and wheelchair quilts:
Cuddle quilts – 22” square
Children (age 5 to young teenage) – anywhere from
40”x40” up to 60”x72” (older teens can be tall)
Adult - Twin sizes “60” x 75” would be appreciated as
many of our organizations have single beds.
Wheelchair quilts – 36”x36 up to 40”x40”.
Comfort Quilts – 45” x 60” – Flannel both front and
back with batting.
Warmest Regards,
Lynn and Carole

Advertising Space
Business Card: $8 / month (3½” x 2” or 2” x 3½”)
¼ page: $16 / month (4⅛” x 3½”)
½ page: $30 / month (4⅛” x 7¼” or 8½” x 3½”)
Full page: $55 / month (8½” x 7¼”)

Contact
ctqg.newsletter.billing@gmail.com
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RETREATS

ACCUQUILT GO!

Paula Patterson and Wendy White
A few spaces are still available for the April/May 2022
Retreats.
With the recent loosening of the Provincial and City of
Ottawa guidelines, we are able to return to enjoying
our normal retreats this spring with regular capacity
and the use of kitchen to allow meals again.
Upcoming retreats:
April 22-24, 2022 and April 29 - May 1, 2022 (choose
only one) – registration opened February 1, 2022.
Requests have been sent out asking for volunteers for
making soups, main meals and desserts.
How to Register:

By email: ctqg.retreats@gmail.com (you will receive
an email confirmation)
Location: Notre-Dame des Champs Community
Centre, 3659 Navan Road, Navan, K4B 1H9.
Hours: Friday 10:00—9:00 pm; Saturday 9:00—9:00
pm; and Sunday 9:00—4:00 pm.
Cost: $80.00 members, $95.00 non-members (if spots
available)
****** We are following the Provincial and City of
Ottawa guidelines for vaccination proof and Face
Masking , if required.******

DID YOU KNOW??????
The Guild has an
Accuquilt GO!
Cutter and many dies for you to use!
This system is:
A TIMESAVER! ACCURATE! EASY TO USE!
The Accuquilt is available for you to use whenever the
guild is using the NDC Community Hall. If we are
hosting a quilting event (Retreat, Sew Day, or
Workshop), guild members are welcome to come use
the cutter and dies. The cutter and dies are only
available at the hall, the equipment is kept on site.
We are finally permitted to gather in person, and the
month of April has 7 days when we will be there!
Sew Day (April 9) and Retreats (April 22 – 24 and April
29 – May 1).
Just walk in and ask. Be prepared to show your guild
membership card. If you have never used the system
before, ask for guidance.
The updated list of available dies is available on the
website, under Resources. The link is:
http://commonthreadquiltguild.ca/accuquilt-fabriccutter/
You will also see some tips on using the dies. And
there are PICTURES of quilts made by our members!
We would love to add your photo here – just email to
ctqg.website@gmail.com
More ideas, tips and patterns are available at:
www.accuquilt.com
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8

NEWSLETTER

commonthreadquiltguild.ca

Volume 2021/2022 Issue 8
April 2022

WORKSHOPS

Sandra Baynes & Dorothy DeRose

We have another workshop planned. Remember the lovely quilts we saw at the March guild meeting shown off
by our speaker Audrey Esarey? Audrey will be taking us through her process for colour gradations and curved
piecing. If you have a look at Audrey’s website www.cottonandboubon.com you will see her quilts there.
We look forward to welcoming you to the final workshop for this year.

Dorothy and Sandra

Virtual Workshop – Watercolour Quilt – Saturday, June 4, 2022
Sign-up deadline – May 4, 2022
The Watercolour Quilt is a wall hanging made from one large block that uses curved piecing to create the illusion
of transparency from overlapping circles. The class will cover Audrey’s process for building a fabric gradation and
tips and tricks for stress-free curved piecing. Take the guesswork out of colour selection by using one of the
published colour gradations inside the pattern! The Watercolour Quilt finishes at 32 x 32 inches.
•

Instructor: Audrey Esarey (Kentucky, USA)

•

Location: Zoom (Virtual)

•

Time: 9:30 to 3:00 with a lunch break

•

Date: Saturday June 4, 2022

•

Cost: $75.00 for members, $85.00 for non-members; plus

pattern (US$9.60)

•

Skill level: Intermediate quilter

•

Maximum number : 20 participants

•

Quilt Size: 32" x 32".

Register: On-line, by sending an email to ctqg.workshops@gmail.com

Mailing Address: PO Box 62022 RPO Convent Glen, Orleans, ON K1C7H8
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SEW DAYS
Cathy Sheldrick & Shirley MacFadden
WE’RE MEETING IN PERSON, AT LAST!
What? A monthly Sew Day, great friends, great space,
little work.
When? 9am-5pm on Saturday, April 9
Where? Centre Notre-Dame- des-Champs Recreation
Centre, 3659 Navan Road
How? This is a co-operative effort among participants;
minimize work, maximize fun. All you ever needed to
know to participate you learned in Kindergarten. All you
need to bring with you is a cheerful attitude, your lunch,
your sewing projects and supplies and water/juice/etc.
Note: no alcohol is allowed.
Cost? $10 (member) or $12 (non member). Bring your
friends!
No frills means no frills. Participants will be responsible
for set up and take down of their personal work space.
Volunteers will be needed to bring guild sewing supplies
(irons, ironing boards, Accuquilt, etc.) from the
basement and return same.
Access will be given to Guild dishes including kettle but
participants must clean their dishes immediately upon
use. Coffee pods and tea bags will be available. No
supplies will be purchased for sew days.
No need to sign up — Just come and join us. Money will
be collected at the sew days.
Why? Sewing at home is good; sewing with friends is
even better!!!!
Sew long for now,
Cathy & Shirley
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Places to See Quilts in the United States
By Diane Grover
I have had the good fortune to travel to many American states both for pleasure and for work. Sometimes the two intersect,
such as those hardship work assignments in Texas, Florida and Hawaii! But regardless of why I find myself in the United States,
I try to find a quilt museum where I can spend a few hours immersed in pattern, colour and texture. Note that I said quilt museum, not museums that also happen to feature quilts. Yes, there are several museums in the U.S. dedicated exclusively to our
favourite pastime, some of which I would like to highlight. This is not an exclusive list and I do include some museums that are
not solely devoted to quilts, but which have a very large collection nonetheless. All of these museums feature extensive online
content both on their websites and on social media (Facebook, Instagram, etc). While I offer this information in good faith and
in most cases, first-hand experience, please contact these museums to get the latest information about their exhibitions in
order to avoid potential disappointment as some programmes or collections may change over time.

San José, California
San José Museum of Quilts and Textiles (sjquiltmuseum.org). Founded in 1977, this museum is located in a 13,000-square-foot
building in downtown San Jose. The museum’s collection consists of 1,400 historic and art quilts, world textiles, and contemporary tapestries and fiber art. Current collecting areas of note include American historic quilts, innovative contemporary and
art quilts, and contemporary wearable and fiber art. The museum presents up to 15 exhibits annually, in addition to an ambitious programme of workshops and lectures. So whether you’re a traditional quilter or prefer a modern aesthetic, you’ll no
doubt enjoy your visit.

Golden, Colorado
Rocky Mountain Quilt Museum (rmqm.org). A real-life cowboy town, Golden plays up the kitsch with costumed re-enactors
moseying along the main street, public art installations and a yee-haw vibe. This quilt museum is charming but small, with an
ambitious series of exhibitions rotating every three months, ensuring a stunning variety of pieces to appeal to all tastes. The
museum’s focus covers everything about quilting, from bed coverings of the 1800s to contemporary art pieces, and also provides tailored tours and programmes. I would not recommend a side trip just to see this museum, although if you find yourself
in Golden, it makes for a brief yet enjoyable visit.

Lowell, Massachusetts
New England Quilt Museum (neqm.org). For anyone interested in history, especially women’s history and textiles, Lowell, Massachusetts is a must-see destination. One of the largest cotton mill towns in 19th century America, the area remains committed
to commemorating and honouring the incalculable contribution of the “mill girls” to the American economy. The purpose-built
two-storey New England Quilt Museum expands on this legacy by showcasing both permanent and temporary exhibitions of
quilts and quilted textiles. Lowell is 28 miles north of Boston and easily accessible by car as well as commuter train. Plan for
about two hours, including the glorious gift shop.

Lincoln, Nebraska
International Quilt Museum (internationalquiltmuseum.org). Alright, now we’ve hit the motherlode! Yes, this is the museum
where you can immerse yourself in nothing but quilts because the museum has the world's largest publicly held quilt collection, dating from the early 1700s to present and representing more than 60 countries. With 50,000 square feet devoted to the
display, preservation and study of quilting, this museum offers visitors a one-of-a-kind experience. The museum architects intended the structure to resemble the three layers of a quilt, including a glass curtain wall with linear metal bars that resemble
quilt stitches as well as brick facade and relief around the building made to look like quilt blocks.
..Continued….
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WHERE TO SEE QUILTS NEAR OTTAWA (Continued)
By Diane Grover
New York City, NY
American Folk Art Museum (folkartmuseum.org). This Upper West Side Manhattan museum defines folk art as art produced by
the self-taught, which is the way many of us started our quilting journeys. Collections feature various art media including furniture, pottery and of course textiles, the bulk of which are quilts. Twentieth-century improvisational quilts are exhibited alongside showpiece antique Baltimore album quilts, in a nod to the creativity and artistic spirit of their makers. Special exhibits may
feature quilts in different contexts or in relation to a larger artistic narrative for an enhanced experience. Located within walking distance of the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Guggenheim, the American Folk Art Museum puts quilts squarely on
the map of artistic achievement. And as an added bonus, admission is free!

Shelburne, Vermont
Shelburne Museum (shelburnemuseum.org). Located near Burlington, the Shelburne Museum is an art and history museum
comprising almost 40 buildings on 45 acres and featuring decorative arts, folk art, toys and textiles. Shelburne Museum was
the first museum in the U.S. to exhibit quilts as works of art. Today, its American quilts make up one of the largest and finest
museum collections in the U.S and includes masterpieces in numerous styles such as album, Amish, appliqué, chintz, crazy,
pieced, white work, and whole cloth quilts, many of which you will undoubtedly recognize. Shelburne quilts have been reproduced over the years and are often ribbon-winning entries in national shows, a testament to the enduring artistry of the original makers.

Harrisonburg, Virginia
Virginia Quilt Museum (vaquiltmuseum.org). This quilt museum is small but mighty. Located in a Victorian-era three-story
house in the Shenandoah Valley, the museum was founded in 1995 and celebrates the beauty of quilts through exhibitions that
change at least three times a year. Historical, modern, art, and traditional quilts are featured simultaneously, allowing visitors
the opportunity to explore the variety of styles, techniques, themes, and artistry found in quilts.

Washington, DC
Daughters of the American Revolution Museum (dar.org/museum). The DAR Museum is located just two blocks from the White
House and occupies a full city block. Its collections include over 30,000 objects reflecting the material culture and social history
of the United States prior to 1840, specifically the decorative arts, costumes, quilts and needlework. Previous exhibitions have
featured antique quilts of Virginia and Maryland, as well as the role of technology in quilting – technology from 1820-1920 that
is!

Smithsonian American National History Museum (americanhistory.si.edu). The Smithsonian Institution is not one museum but
rather the world’s largest museum complex, with over 20 museums and a zoo. However, if you want to see quilts, then your
best bet is the American National History Museum. This building houses the National Quilt Collection, comprising over 500
quilts and quilt-related items that provide a textile narrative of America’s complex and diverse history. This collection was
started in the 1890s and today features quilts from almost all fifty states. While many of the quilts remain in storage or are for
research purposes, they are often rotated on public display, usually as part of larger exhibits. Another option where you may
enjoy quilts is the Smithsonian Renwick. In fact, the Renwick will include quilted elements in an upcoming exhibit about crafting set to open in May and running until April 2023.

Mailing Address: PO Box 62022 RPO Convent Glen, Orleans, ON K1C7H8

12

NEWSLETTER

commonthreadquiltguild.ca

Volume 2021/2022 Issue 8
April 2022

Quilters Coffee Chat
Interested in being randomly matched with another member of our guild to talk about quilting or
whatever else interests you? Then sign up for the Quilters Coffee Chat.
I'll be pairing up members once again this month. You and your match can decide to have a call virtually or by
regular telephone. You may even learn something new about quilting - or help someone out.. I talked about a
particular project and learned I should consider a different type of quilting pattern.. I'm rather glad I found this out
before I got started.

So email me at ctqg.workshops@gmail.com. Put in the subject line Quilters Coffee Chat. I will send out the pairs by
email (TBD). You can then reach out to your match. Make the call, say, 15 to 30 minutes.
Have fun!
Sandra Baynes
NOW OPEN
The IPM 2022 Quilt Competition is
open to all. This is a great opportunity
to showcase your quilting skills and
share your work to an interested
audience. All entries will be displayed
during the Home on the Farm Quilt
Show & Tea Room (where judging will
take place and prizes awarded) and at
IPM 2022.
Home on the Farm Quilt Show & Tea
Room - W.B. George Centre,
Kemptville
August 19, 2022 - 10 am to 7 pm
August 20, 2022 - 10 am to 4 pm
Quilt Tent in Lifestyles Area at IPM
2022 - Kemptville, Ontario
September 20 - 24, 2022 - 8:30 am to 5
pm
https://www.plowingmatch.org/
ipm2022/get-involved/quiltcompetition
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2022 QUILT SHOW: “STORIES IN STITCHES”
Catherine Pope, 2022 Quilt Show Coordinator
Our show’s theme is STORIES IN STITCHES.
What’s your quilt’s story? A gift? A memory? Quilt therapy to help you get through Covid? Whatever
your story, please share by entering quilts into this year’s show. The pleasure derived from viewing the
quilts, and reading the stories, is incredible.

Registration deadline is April 12th. http://commonthreadquiltguild.ca/quilt-show/quilt-showregistration/ . Any questions may be sent to ctqg.quilt.show.registrar@gmail.com
WE NEED YOUR QUILTS! because without them, there would be no quilt show.
First, a reminder of a few key points:



The show will take place at the City View Curling Club at 50 Capilano Drive, Nepean. Just east of Merivale.
The 2022 show will be a three-day show, running from Friday, May 6th from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday,
May 7th 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday, May 8th 11a.m. to 4 p.m.
 The 2022 Quilt Show will follow the Provincial Guidelines for Social Gatherings.
Entry rules and registration forms are available on the guild website http://commonthreadquiltguild.ca/quiltshow/quilt-show-registration/ . Registering on-line is preferred. Please read the instructions carefully, and note
the deadline of April 12, 2022. Your quilt does not have to be finished to register, just identifiable from your
picture. Any questions may be sent to ctqg.quilt.show.registrar@gmail.com
You must hold a valid membership (2021-2022) in the CTQG to enter your quilts in the show. Your entry must
not have been displayed at a previous CTQG show.
The categories eligible for prizes (voted on by the show attendees) are:
BED QUILTS:
1. LARGE: a quilt with a perimeter of 350” or greater
2. MEDIUM: a quilt with a perimeter of 349” or less
3. MODERN: Modern quilters embrace functionality, simplicity and minimalism. Characteristics might include:
use of bold colours and prints, high contrast and graphic areas of solid colour, improvisational piecing, minimalism, expansive negative space, and alternate grid work
4. WALL QUILTS: A quilt that is designed to be hung for decorative purposes, with a perimeter of 180” or less.
5. MINIATURE: The quilt must have a perimeter less than 96” total. If blocks are used they must be 4” or less. A
bound full-size block is not considered a miniature, neither is a hexie quilt made with pieces ½” or greater. The
overall pattern must show a miniaturization of a quilt.
6. ASSORTED QUILT ITEMS: Quilted clothing, placemats and runners, pillows, etc. .
7. CHILDREN’S THEME/CRIB: Intended use would be for a child’s room either as a wall hanging or a small bed
quilt. All techniques.
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QUILT SHOW JUDGING
Kirstin Fearon

Ever thought of having a quilt judged?
“I started quilting because I wanted a hobby. Why would I want to invite someone to JUDGE my quilt? I make my
quilts for fun.”
And honestly, those statements are all great answers. You don’t need to have your quilt judged and can continue
enjoying your quilt journey. There are lots of ways to advance your quilting. Why would you want a critique?
I can tell you why I decided to submit a quilt for judging. I had loads of fun submitting quilts to our local show,
and then I decided to branch out and try QuiltCon. If you don’t know what QuiltCon is, it is the Modern Quilt
Guild quilt show held in the US every year, open worldwide and gets hundreds of submissions every year. I have
friends that have tried and had quilts in the show so I submitted 3 of my quilts. I thought they were good, wellconstructed, colours interesting and original designs, they did not get past the jury. Unfortunately, you don’t get
feedback from the jurists. I did not understand how my quilts didn’t make it. Well – I thought maybe it was favouritism. Or maybe it was because I took crappy photos. I learned from that submission and so that next year, I
tried submitting two quilts to the CQA. I chose CQA because you got feedback from the judges. I got another
“thanks for coming out and trying but no thank you” letter. But what I really wanted was the commentary; I got
feedback on both of my quilts.

I know every so often I struggle with getting real feedback from friends. Or maybe I just finished investing $500
on fabric & materials and 20-30 hours on making a quilt and I am not happy with the result. The gift I got in the
feedback on those 2 quilts was invaluable. The Cole’s Notes: Fix your mistakes and balance your colours. I am
happy to share more about critques and feedback but that isn’t the purpose of this article.
Let’s say you have hit a plateau in your quilting, or maybe you love your quilt, but it did not come out as you expected. Maybe you have a vision and the end result just missed it a little bit. Critiques help guide you. I had blind
spots on colour balance and values. I have been able to dive into that aspect of quilting in the past 5 years, and I
have a lot more confidence in my colour selections now that I have spent time in a couple of workshops and read
3-4 books on design and colour.
You are getting objective advice. The judge is always looking for the best in your quilt, they will give you the good
things you did with your quilt, and help you with some of those things that you cannot quite put your finger on. If
you decide to enter your quilt for a judging critique with the Common Thread Quilt Show, rest assured that the
commentary is held in confidence with the judge & scribe (both are a part of the CQA judge apprentice program)
and you.
I cut up fabrics and put them together to make something beautiful and functional, I won’t get into “Is a quilt Art
or Craft?”, that is for another article. If you want to get some guidance on where you can dig a bit deeper into
quilting, the judge’s critique can help you with it. If you are happy with what you make and don’t ever want to
enter a quilt for judging – that is a-ok by all of us.
Thanks for reading along and let’s get back to quilting and I am very much looking forward to seeing your quilt in
the show!
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JUDGING REQUEST FORM

YES! I would like to have my quilt(s) assessed at the 2022 Common Thread Quilt Show.
Enclosed is a cheque payable to the Common Thread Quilt Guild in the amount of $____ ($10 per quilt)
Name(s) of Quilts to be critiqued:

I understand the critique(s) will be mailed to me after the quilt show.

Signature:

Name:
Address:
Phone#:
Email:

This form and cheque maybe mailed to:
Common Thread Quilt Guild
P.O. Box 62022
RPO Convent Glen
Orleans, ON K1C 7H8
OR, this form and cheque may be brought to the Quilt Show table at the April 12 Guild meeting.
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Our guild’s Facebook page, Common Thread Quilt
Guild (Ottawa) can be accessed at
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/526558034114649/
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Advertiser
3 Dogs Quilting
Aloha Quilting
Fabric Geek
Country Concessions
Fran’s Quilts
Happy Wife Quilting
Mad About Patchwork
Ottawa Sewing Centre
Paisley's Quilt Shop
Petit Oiseau Quilting Studio

Location
North Gower, ON
809 Curlew Place, Ottawa
Riverside South
35 King St. N., Cookstown
60 Sparrow Way, Ottawa
280 Timberwood Dr., Carleton Place
2477 Huntley Road, Stittsville
1390 Clyde Avenue, Ottawa
112 John Cavanagh, Carp
353 Bedard Ave, Ottawa

613-866-2992
613-698-5193
Fabricgeek.ca
705-458-4546
613-733-7865
613-257-9023
613-838-0020
613-695-1386
613-203-9011
613-325-9155

Quilt et Coton
Quilters Barn and Gifts
Quilty Pleasures
Taylor Sewing Quilt Shop
Textile Traditions
The PickleDish
Watergirl Quilt Co

110 rue George, #15, Gatineau/Masson
1087 Concession St., Russell
2211 St.Joseph Blvd., Orleans
7712 Kent Blvd., Brockville
87 Mill St., Almonte
24 Lake Ave West, Carleton Place
123 King Street West, Prescott

819-617-6777
613-496-2276
613-834-3044
613-342-3153
613-256-3907
613-212-8770
343-260-9227
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